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Annual Baboon Management Report

* This Annual Report is compiled for the Overstrand Municipality by Human Wildlife
Solutions (HWS). HWS is the appointed service provider to manage eight baboon
troops; four troops centred around Hermanus in the Overstrand East, and four
troops centred around Betty’s Bay and Pringle Bay in the Overstrand West.

HWS took on the management of these troops in July 2020, and the current contract
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Baboon Troops’ Ranging Areas

Western Overstrand

This region encompasses the areas of Pringle Bay,
Betty’s Bay, Hangklip, and Kleinmond. Managed troops
include the Betty’s Bay, Pringle Bay, Hangklip, and
Silversands Troops (Figure 2). The Rooiels Troop is
managed only in cases of injured baboons requiring
assistance.

The ranging areas of the Hangklip and Silversands
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Eastern Overstrand

The region encompasses Hawston in the West, to
Eastern Hermanus and surrounds. Managed troops
include the Onrus, Hamilton-Russell, Voélklip, and
Vogelgat Troops (Figure 1).

The ranging areas of the Voélklip and Vogelgat Troops
are relatively well known, whilst those for Hamilton-
Russell and Onrus Troops are largely estimates. The
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Figure 1: Map showing the ranging areas of the managed troops in the Eastern Overstrand Region. The ranges of both the
Vogelgat and Onrus Troops are based on GPS data gathered during previous management years. The range of the Hamilton-
Russell Troop is estimated based on observations of the troop and other troop ranging areas.
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Figure 2: Map showing the ranging areas of the troops in the Western Overstrand Region. The Rooiels Troop is not
managed, except for injury related interventions. The Pringle Bay Troop has an extensive range, including the Buffelstal
Nature reserve, Rooiels River, and Pringle Bay Village. The Betty’s Bay Troop has an elongated range stretching along the
coast. The eastern portion of its range, around Kleinmond, was utilized during spring.
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Figure 3: Ranging area for the Voélklip Troop for the period July 2021 to June 2022. The troop fo
in previous years, with the range being expanded into the Hemel — en — Aarde Valley as well at the mountains north of
Fernkloof Nature Reserve.
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Figure 4: Ranging area of the Pringle Bay Troop for the period July 2021 to June 2022. The majority of the GPS point data is
located within the Buffelstahl Nature Reserve and Rooiels River catchment. However, during the later part of the year the
troop spent increasingly more time within the urban area.
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Population Demographics

* Managed populations were counted in June 2022 (Table 3), with other counts being made on an ad hoc basis when
opportunities presented themselves earlier during the management year.

* The Voélklip Troop grew by 10 animals over the past year (Table 3). This growth was likely due to an increased
availability of human derived foodstuffs (HDF’s) because during the current year the troop spent an increased
amount of time on farms to the north west of Hermanus (Figure 3).
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Over the past year there were 19 deaths and 17 births (Table 3). There was a significant increase in the number of

Dog (1) Car Accident (5)
Car Accident (1) | Shot (2) : )
. 228 28 Pringle Bay | Silversands
Electrocution (1) - 14 - 43
DOg (1) (n - ) (n - )
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Troop Sizes of Managed Troops

| voelklip | 29 | 29 | 27 | 38 | e | o | a4

| Vogelgat | N/A | 22* | 28 | 27 | 2 | 5 | o
| omus | NA [ NA |25 | 2 | o | 1 | o
HamiltonRussel | N/A | NA | 21+ | 25 | o | 1 | o
| pringleBay | 16 | 16 | 17 | 1 | 2 | 7 | o«
| BettysBay | NA | 19 | 20 | 028 | 7 | 3 | o
| bHangkip | N/A | NA | 30 | 38 | o | 1 | a4
| Sitversands | N/A | NaA | 43 | 4 | o | 1 | a1
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Causes of Deaths in Managed Troops

 There was a significant increase in the number of Human Induced Deaths (HID) observed during the 2021/22
Management year, increasing from 2 to 9 (Table 5). Causes of HIDs are summarised in Table 4.

* Notably, the monthly Human Induced Mortality rate increased from an average of 0.4 deaths per month to 1 death per
month after the instatement of the PBM Moratorium.
The Majority of the Natural Deaths occurred within the

Pringle Bay Troop (4), with 2 infanticides and 2 deaths Car (3) Shot (1) Shot (1) Dog (1) | Electrocution
i i Car (1) Car (1) (1)

Management
Human Induced (HID)

Direct*

Indirect**

Natural

Unknown
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Time Out of Town Statistics

* Time out of Town (TOT) is the measure used to determine the efficacy of the baboon management strategy

of keeping baboons outside the urban areas of the Overstrand. When baboons are in town, they have
access to Human Derived Foods (HDF's). HDF's therefore provide baboons with a high energy reward for
being in town, so baboons quickly learn the value of being in town, particularly if they are no longer scared
of humans (i.e. have been habituated).

The impact and disruption to humans is much greater when a whole troop enters an urban area. Therefore,
two statistics were recorded. TOT for troops is measured when >= 50% of the troop is in town and TOT for
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Average % Time Spent out of Town per Troop
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Average % Time Spent Out of Town per Month
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Baboon Troop Incursions

5 : . . -
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Incursion Behaviour

* In the Betty’s Bay Troop there was a sharp decrease in the frequency of assertive

behaviours after the euthanasia of BBM1. .This was becfa\use he did these . InUrbanArea |+ Unoccupied
behaviours the most and others followed his example (Figure 9). - Raiding Bins House Raids

e After the beginning of the moratorium there was an increase in the total number of « Accidental « Occupied
incursions, with the number of non-assertive incursions increasing sharply. This Damage House Raids
trend was especially pronounced in the highly habituated Betty’s Bay and Pringle * Altercations * Threatening or
o : : : : : with Pets Stealing

Breaking &
Entering
Nocturnal
Incursions

Before Moratorium After Moratorium Before Moratorium After Moratorium

Avg. Non-
Assertive per

Avg. Assertive
incursions per month

Avg. Non-
Assertive per
month

Avg. Assertive

incursions per month

Avg. Non-
Assertive per
month

Avg. Assertive
incursions per
month

Avg. Non-
Assertive per
month

Avg. Assertive

incursions per month

118.6
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Incursions per Troop by Month
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Betty’s Bay Troop Incursions

BBM1 Euthanised PBM Moratorium BBM3 Death
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Incursions by Individuals in the Pringle Bay & Betty’s Bay Troops

Pringle Bay

During the autumn of 2021 there were very few incursions recorded by the Pringle bay Troop because it was resident in
the Buffelstahl catchment area. In winter 2021 PBM2 regularly went to Pringle Bay, often recruiting other troop members
to join him. PBM2 consistently recorded the highest number of incursions of any troop member, followed by HKM1.

HKM1 was first recorded in Pringle Bay in October 2021. He has since acted as a powerful attractant to members of the
Pringle Bay Troop to return to town. Once in town, he actively prevented them from trying to leave.

After the start of the PBM moratorium, both HKM1 and PBM2 spent increasingly more time in the urban area, leading to
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Number of Incursions
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Hotline Call Summary

* As part of the baboon management programme, HWS provides a hotline service to the Overstrand Municipal area for
residents to log sightings or incidents with baboons. HWS was able to respond to calls by sending rangers to the
affected areas. All hotline calls were integrated into the HWS data set of baboon troop behaviour.

* Calls mostly came from the urban areas which baboons regularly visited, such as Hermanus Heights, Voélklip, Pringle
Bay and Betty’s Bay (Figure 13). Almost half of all calls were made from Betty’s Bay, with the
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Vogelgat Virtual Fence
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Vogelgat Troop Virtual Fence Summary

* Pre-management Period: During the initial Trial Period of the Overstrand’s Strategic Baboon Management Plan
(SBMP) from October 2019 to June 2020, only the Voélklip and Pringle Bay Troops were managed. During this

period the Voélklip Troop was progressively steered north out of town and the Vogelgat Troop started moving
increasingly deeper west into the urban area (Figure 1). HWS rangers were generally fully occupied managing the
Voélklip Troop and therefore were seldom available to help steer the Vogelgat Troop out of town. Although the
Vogelgat Troop was not managed during this period, all hotline calls from residents were recorded.

First Management Year: Management of the Vogelgat Troop with the HWS Virtual Fence began in August 2020. A
female, VGF1, was radio collared on 26 August 2020, and thereafter management with the Virtual Fence began in
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Management Recommendations

* Provide education and increased awareness of baboons to the public, especially during the holiday
seasons. The same applies to outside contractors working in the areas used by baboons.

* Every Troop should be equipped with at least one GPS collar. GPS collars dramatically enhance
management response by enhancing field staff’s ability to locate animals in the morning. Furthermore,
data gathered from these collars provide invaluable information regarding seasonal movement patterns,
as well as documenting progress by showing the change in space used by baboons over time.

e Attractants in urban areas should be actively managed:
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Challenges

Provisioning of food, whether to birds, baboons or other wildlife was a common obstacle in the
Western Overstrand. The availability of provisioned food contributed significantly to the
presence of Silversands individual males in the urban area. Provisioning also contributed
significantly to members of the Pringle Bay and Betty’s Bay Troops visiting the urban areas.
Baboons have excellent spatial memory and will return frequently to locations known to
provision food.

Restrictions on relocating dispersing males, or other damage causing individuals, severely
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Successes

 The HWS Virtual Fence has been used most successfully to manage the Vogelgat, Hangklip and
Onrus Troops. The Vogelgat Troop did not access the urban area for a period of 20 months. This
trend unfortunately ended in May 2022 due to the lack of a GPS Collar on a member of the troop.

Without a GPS collar it was impossible to predict the movements of the troop over the mountains
and timeously place the HWS Virtual Fence ahead of the troop on its route towards town.

* Making use of the HWS Virtual Fence, the Hangklip Troop has not been into Pringle Bay since HKM3
was radio collared on 12 August 2021.

e The Onrus Troop has been kept out of the urban area making infrequent uses of the HWS Virtual
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July 2021- June 2022

Population: During the past management year, the overall population of the managed
troops increased from 212 to 228, with the majority of growth occurring in the
Hangklip and Voélklip Troops. A notable exception was a reduction in group size in
the Pringle Bay Troop, which suffered a significant decrease (17 to 14).

Time out of Town: All Troops were, on average, kept out of town for > 90% of the
month, with the exception of the Pringle Bay Troop (88.9%). Individuals were kept
out of town > 90% of the month for all troops except for the Betty’s Bay (82.9%) and
Pringle Bay Troops (70.5%). The average time out of town for the less habituated
troops (Voélklip, Vogelgat, Hamilton-Russell, Onrus, Hangklip, Silversands) was 99.9%,
whilst the individual time out of town was 94.3%.

Incursions: A total of 3256 incursions were recorded during the 2021/22 year. Of
these, 801 were Assertive, and 2479 were Non-Assertive. The Betty’s Bay and Pringle
Bay Troops were responsible for 84% (2734 incursions) of all incursions including 97%
(780 incursions) of all Assertive incursions. These high rates of incursions are directly
attributed to the high levels of habituation of these two troops.

Hotline: A total of 1550 hotline calls were received during the 2021/22 management
year, with a monthly average of 129. The majority of hotline calls were received from
Jock’s Bay, Sunny Seas, Pringle Bay, Hermanus Heights, and Voélklip.



